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TFRON THE BRIDGE

Annual Meeting
‘The Annual Meeting and Election
‘of Officers will be held at
Giovanni’s Atrium, 100
‘Washington Street, NYC, at 1230
thours on January 30, 2006. A slate
of candidates will be proposed by

the Nominating Committee, chaired

.’by Captain George Previll, P.P.

‘Don’t forget to return your proxy
‘card found with this mailing.

Changes to By-Laws
With the assistance of outside

counsel, the Standing Committee
continues to review the Society’s
By-Laws. Some changes have been
mandated by our regulators, while
others are being considered to
enable the Society to conduct its
affairs more efficiently. Although
‘we had hoped to complete t his task
earlier, there will be a special
-mailing to the membership for its
-approval — after the Standing
Committee has approved the final
draft of proposed changes. Thanks
for your patience.

- . Preservation of the Society’s
. Historical Documents
'The Society’s two most precious
.documents - the Charter, which was
:signed by George Il in 1770 and
‘the original By-Laws - have been
undergoing restoration by
professional conservators. Captain
Bob Fay, S.C., has been looking
‘after this matteronourbehdf The
:Society is currently seeking a
‘suitable location where these .

-and we continue to recruit new
‘members. In addition, the monetary  Captain Thomas F. Fox,

- support of worthy organizations for

.. has drawn support from a broad d
- .spéctrum of the maritime industry. "

We are particularly proud that the

iceless documents may be safely i
g;‘;:de:;dﬁ::;non oogasional Y ‘ _Scholarshlp Fund continues to _
display for special events. Inthe = = benefit exclusively from the
meantime, the documents remain in  proceeds of the Dinner so that we

 the safe custody of the conservators. ~ may expand the support of worthy

We will keep you advised of .naritime cadets and others wishing
developments in that mgard. to enter the seafaring profession.

Save the Date * As the editor of Captain’s Quarters,
The 236™ Annual Dinner will be Jack Strangfeld deserves much
held at the Marriott World Financial ~credit for its revitalization.
‘Center on Monday, April 24, 2006. .

. Our Administrative Assistant, Ms.

Final Report Karen Laino, has brought much
As I will not be running for enthusiasm and efficiency to our
reelection as President, this will be  office operations. She deserves the
my last report. thanks of the entire membership for

her diligent attention to our affairs.
* The last three years have been both
challenging and rewarding. The Finally, thank you all for your
Society’s investment portfolio support over the past three years
continues to grow and we have and I wish you the best for 2006
_made substantial progress in and for the future.
modernizing the Society’s
accounting procedures so that Do what you can, when you can!
financial reporting is more
comprehensive and transparent. As’
- reported earlier, progress in

‘updating the By-Laws continues é 4%

President December 30 2005

e

: ?dmin;e:;g&fgﬁ;awm NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT FOR OFFICERS
has been substantially expanded s0  } 1he Committee has reached agreement and they submit
' that our mission is sustained more - § the following slate for the election of officers at the _
strongly than ever. - § Annual Meeting on 30 January 2006. .
- 4 President.........cccoenniinnai.. Capt. Timothy J. Ferrié
The Annual Dinner, which has been ] First Vice President............... CDR Robert H. Pouch
‘so ably chaired by Captain Tim “{ Second Vice President........Capt. James J. McNamara
- Ferrie, S.C., continues to be a major Treasurer.............oovviniin Capt. Harold A. Parnham
maritime event in New York and Secretary......ccceeeeiracnannnnn. Capt. Cynthia L. Robson

Capt. George C. Previll, Committee Chairman
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The Marine Society of the City of New York
is a charitable and educational organization,
the regular membership being comprised en-
tirely of seafarers, all of whom must have

been Captains or Officers of merchant vessels

under the United States of America flag or of
U.S. Naval /U.S. Coast Guard Officers of the
rank of Commander or above. It was formed
in Colonial days, formerly chartered in 1770
by King George IIl to “improve maritime
knowledge and relieve indigent and distressed
shipmasters, their widows and orphans.”
Among early members of the society was
« President George Washington.
By and large, the Marine Society of New
York has performed its charitable service
quietly through the years without fanfare, as
becomes an organization of seafarers. It
stands today as the watchdog of their interests
and interests of American shipping as a whole.

Be sure and requestyoun‘mxtvpfkmw( :
a friend to notify the Society in case of -

., illness or incapacity. :
it is also important for regular members

toletywrnexto!khnknowﬂ:atmeyhave

. the right of relief in case of future need.

‘The clergyman explained his part-
time work for the parish as a karate
- instructor: “That’s when | teach you
what to do after you've tumed both
" cheeks.”
—HRaobert Brooks,
American Legion Magazine

ICOPO-
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" Taking On Crime Aboard Cruise Ships

Kevin Wall/ Associated Pret

Jennifer Hagel Smith, right, whose husband vanished on a honeymoo
. cruise inrthe Mediterranean, at a Congressional hearing yesterday.

By JOHN FILES

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13 — Five
months after a Connecticut man dis-
appeared from a cruise ship while on
his honeymoon, a congressman im-
‘plored federal law enforcement and
Coast’ Guard officials to determine
whether the cruise industry has been

jax in reporting and investigating -

crime at sea. - :

The congressman, —Chiistopher
Shays, Republican of Connecticut,
said on Tuesday that he thought®that
the government was. not getting an
accurate picture from theindustry
about the number of crimes and po-

the hearing, but did not testify. She
+gaid she had been mistreated by off:
cials from the cruise company and
by the Turkish police after her hus-
band disappeared. She aiso said that
.she was mocked and taunted at a
Turkish police station, taken ta a hos-
.pital where a man lifted her shirt and
:looked down her pants. .
when that when she returned to
‘the port, she said in her statement,
‘she found that her belongings and
‘those of her husband had been re-
moved from the ship and left on the
dock.

tential criminal activity -aboard .'

cruise-ships. i }

“Crujse passengers can be blinded
.10 the very real perils of the sea by
-ship operators unwilling to interrupt,

the party for security warnings,” Mr.

‘The crime scene
- literally floats away,
on schedule.’

Shays said at a joint hearing of the -

House Subcommitiee on National Se-

_curity, Emerging Threats and In-
ternational Relations and a House
panel that oversees criminal justice

" and drug policy. “And after an inci-
dent occurs, a thorough investigation
can be profoundly difficult when the
‘crime scene literally floats away, on
schedule, to its next port of call.”

- He said that “jurisdictional and bu- -
reaucratic tangles” can also impede

the investigation of crimes at sea.

The family of George Allen Smiith -
IV, 26, 0f Greenwich, who disap-

peared from a Royal Caribbean ship
in the Mediterranean in July, at-
‘iended the hearing, and lawmakers
Tepeatedly referred to the case.

Mr. Smith was reported missing

after the ship he and his wife had
‘been aboard arrived in Turkey from
‘Greece, While the cruise line initiaily
‘released a statement saying that one
«of its passengers appeared to have
fallen overboard, a lawyer for the
" family said here on Tuesday, “We be-
lieve a murder was commitied.” :
. "Mr. Smith’s wife, Jennifer Hagel
* Smith, submitted a statement before

“The ship sailed without me that
evening,” she wrote.

“{ was left with no money, no plane
ticket, no food, nothing. The cruise
_line did not offer to help with a flight,
hotel arrangements or anything. 1
could not speak the native language

and I feit abandoned.”

Mr. Shays, who read portions of
Ms. Hagel Smith’s statement during -
the proceedings, said: “That just.
sends a shiver down my back. 'm

“wrestling with how we can trust any

statistic from any cruise line who
can do what they did to a young
' pride.”

Gregory M. Purdy, Royal Caribbe-
an’s director of safety, security and

- environment for Royal Caribbean,

apologized to the Smith family at the
hearing but contended that the com-
pany had handled the incident “cor-
rectly and responsibly.” ;
“The Smith family has suffered a
tragic loss,” he said. “We extend our
_deepest sympathies (o the family.
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Addmg to the intrigue I8 PL\O 3 unusual *
status, Dating back to 1840, P&O is one of
the last businesses left that operates under

" THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2005
a charter from the British royal tamily,
rather than normal corporate law. That

A Rare Chance: Ports for Sale
means some of the rules that affect other

Dubat for U K Firm. vk mergers and acqms:tlons don't apply.
The original charter is an antique scrolt
" that hangs on the wall in P&0O’s corporate
{ office in London. In response to a deluge of
. hedge funds requesting permission to come
| to P&O’s office to read the charter—look-
mg for loopholes—the company last week

Takeover Fight quws Between Smgapore,

Valued Assets
Whoever wins control of P&0’s 29 ports will be buying some of the most crucial assets in gioba%trade
Top global operators in 2004 by throughput of containers, measured in twenty-foot-equivalent units:

OPERATOR/HEADQUARTERS MILLIONS OF TEUs MARKET SHARE , ¢ posted a copy on its Web site.
P i~ : The most imporfant rule that doesnt‘
Hutchison Port Holdings/Hong Kong ! 2 13. 3% " apply is the so-called squeeze out, which

__says that a buyer who accumuldtes more *

China Ocean Shipping/Beijing

Euro e/Bremen, Germany

Dubax Ports intl./Dubai ¢

1A gnit of Hong Kong-based Hutchison Whampoa 2 A unit of Singapore-based Temasek 3 A unit of AP Moller-Maersk
~41ncludes CSX World Terminals, which was acquired in 2005. A unit of DP World

Soutees: Drewry Shipping Consultants: WS) research -

By JASON SINGER

London

HE GOVERNMENTS OF two
former pieces of the British Em- .

pire—Dubai and Singapore—are

tussting over the fate of one of the United *

Kingdon's last trappings of empire, inter-
national ports.

Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation
Co., operator of some of the world's premier

. container terminals and one of the oldest
companies in England, agreedtoseliitself to
state-owned Dubai Perts World earlier this
month for £3.3 biliion ($5.8 billion). A com-
bined company would rank third in terms of
global port capacity.

A few days later, the Singapore govern-
ment’sinvestment company, Temasek Hold-
ings Pte., which controis the world's second-
iargest port operator, waded into London’s
stock market and bought P&O shares, much
of them at a price higher than Dubai’s bid.
Temasek, which now holds more than 4%,

- has remained mum about its reasons for do-

ing so, though it could eventuaily launchari-

val bid.

What is at stake is much bigger than a
$5.8 billion company. Port holdings have be-
come crucial assets in giobal trade.

As the manufacturing of low-cost
goods in Asia has boomed and China has
emerged as an economic power, the race
is on to control the ports that launch the
goods made in Asia, and receive them in
the U.S., Western Europe and elsewhere.
As global industrialization continues, con-
tainer shipping of nearly every variety of
manufactured good is expected to expand
strongly.

P&(O’s 29 ports around the world are
among the last available for sale. The rest
are state-owned or in the hands of big port
operators with no interest in selling. Be-
cause there is so much infrastructure in-

volved in container ports, not many new .

-ones are built. And when they are, it takes
"many years.

“In big-picture terms, P&O ports would

be very attractive foadd inits entirety,” says

-Neii Davidson, head of the ports practice at

Drewry Shipping Consuitants in London. He
added that P&O's operations in Asia and

North America and a new U.K. port arekey .

assets.

“You buy P&0 and you get a big chunk -
of the Indian port market,” he said, adding |

.threshold,
_#43-pence bid.

- -

that a buyer also would get the “potential

" to build in the U.K., which is a pretty rare

thing to have.”

Dubai Ports ranks seventh in terms of -

. the combined capacity of its ports. It oper- .

ates container terminals in the Middie
. Bast, Africa, India and Eastern Europe.

Singapore’s PSA International, which is ~

owned by Temasek, ranks second, behind

Hutchison Whampea Lid. of Hong Kong, .

with 18 ports in 11 countries across Asia
and Europe. PSA operates the world’s larg-
est terminal hub in Singapore, where i{
processes a truck full of goods every 25
seconds.

Both Dubai Ports and PSA lack con-
tainer-port interests in North America,
where P&O has a 5% stake in Port New-
ark Container Terminal in New Jersey,
among other holdings. P&0O has a 6.1%
share of the global market, as measured
by iwenty-foot-equivalent container units,

a cominon measure of capacity in the.

container-shipping business known as a

TEU, according to Drewry Shipping Con-.

sultants Ltd.

 Investors are confident that both govem-‘
ments view P&O as too valuable to lose,

and they have bid up the company’s shares
to more than 5% above Dubai’s offer. The
shares have recently traded 10% higher. As

with many other bid battles these days, .

hedge funds have been piling in and “ulti-

mdtely might have a big say in whoever is*

the winner.

A spokeswoman from Temasek de{f
clined to comment. A spokesman from

Dubai Ports couldn’t be reached.

Dubai Ports began {rying to buy some
P&0 stock after the acguisition was an--

nounced to help ensure its deal is com-

pleted, but Dubai Ports couldn’t scoop up-

much stock before Temasek’'s buying

pushed the price higher than -the bid:

price. According to UK. takeover rules,
Dubai can’t buy any stock at a price
higher than its bid. If it does, it must raise
its bid to the highest price it paid for even
4 single share.

In an unusual move, Temasek's broker-
age firm said it was buying on behalf of
Temasek. But the shares quickly surged
past Temasek’s - self-imposed 460-pence
3.8% higher than

than 90% of a company's shares can force
the remainder to sell, too. Because of its
royal status, nobody can be squeezed out‘
as a P&O shareholder.
" Togetaround that, Dubai's agreedbid to,
take over P&O is being done through the
courts, in what is known as a “scheme of ar--
rangement.” If 75% of shareholders approve::
the deal, a court willorder thatall shares can
be bought for Dubai Ports’s cash bid, giving:.
the buyer the ability to complete the deal. :
Temasek ulumatel) might not bid, peo~ -
ple close to the matter say. Instead,
might try to amass enough shares to pex 5
suade Dubai Ports to sell it some strateglc
P&O ports in India and China.
—Rod Stone (mu‘nbumi
to this amclo

W
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Report Says More Money Is Needed to qutam

' the Country’s Aging Hgavy Icebreakers

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

The nation’s two heavy-duty ice-
breakers are nearing the end of their
useful lives, and there is neither
enough money to maintain them nor

a plan to repiace them, according to

, areport -frpm a panel of the National

Acaderies, the country’s pre-emi-
nent scientific body:
In a prelithinary report requested

kby Congress and released Wednes-

day, the panel said a lack of both
money and a new generation of ves-

;sels could undegmine the . United
‘States's ability te" conduct defense,

research and rescue operations|in
the Arctic and to open ice-clogged
routes to supply American research
stations in Antarctica. '

The report noted that commercial
activity was increasing in the Arctic
as summer sea ice melted.

“This increase in human activity:
. in more northerly latitudes will most

likely increase the demand on the
U.S. Coast Guard to have a greater.
presence in and around the ice mar-
gin to perform its many safety, seci»
rity and law-enforcement missionjs.”
the report said.

In February, the United States hlad«.
"to charter a Russian icebreaker to

help resupply the McMurdo Sound

* and South Pole research stations in -
. Antarctica, but the rising commer-

cial activity in the Arctic is likely to
reduce the availability of the Rus-
sian ships, the report said.
The United States has three large
“icebreakers. The most powerful, the '
Polar Sea and the Polar Star, both
built in the 1970’s, can smash through
floes more than six feet thick, but
they were designed to Tast 30 years®
and need increasing amounts of
maintenance. Tha. third, the Healy,
was built in the 1990’s -and: is de-

sxgned for ice about four and a half
‘feet thick.
James Swift, an author of the re-
., port and an oceanographer at the
Scrlpps Institution of Oceanography
in San Diego, said of the Polar Sea-
and the Polar Star, “You're either
going to have to invest a massive
amount of money to basically rebuild
the vessels or replace them if the
U.S. is to stay in this game.” :

The Polar Star, under extensive
repairs in Seattle, is out of service
until at least next fall. .

The panel also describetj problems
that cropped up after the Bush ad-
ministration, in the 2006 budget,
shifted management of the icebreak-
ers to the National Science Founda-
tion from the Coast Guard. :

The money that was provxded
about $48 million, was about $20 mii-

_lion less than what the Coast Guard
and the science agency said would be |
needed to maintain the ships, the re-
port said.

A lack of funding caused mainte-
nance to fall behind schedule, Rich-
ard Walker, a spokesman for the
budget office, said yesterday.

The panel’s final repoft is expect-
ed next fall.

Icebreaker Commander Is Removeéd

GRAND HAVEN, Mich, Dec.d5
(AP) — The captain of the Cogst
Guard icebreaker Mackinaw was -
temporarily relieved of command, af—
ter an accident on Lake Mlchlﬁn
that dented the ship’s bow.

The vessel, which is much smalffer
than the heavy polar-class iceb
ers, rammed a wall on Monday &
channel. An investigation is unﬁer
way, but the captain, Donald Trx
said a junior crew member d‘
made¥ steering mistake, %he Coast
Guard said.

Dubai’s -

“Carnival/Katrina” from p. 8

Timothy Boulay, a spokesman for the
 Navy’s Military Sealift Command, which
negotiated the contract, declined to com-
 meut on the letter. But officials there
have previously defended the deal, not-
ving that the price per passenger—inciud-
ing mea.ls—compates favorably to local
. hotel rates in the area affected by Kat-

rina.

-
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By BRIAN LAVERY

. DUBLIN, Dec. 26 — When nearly

160,000 people took to the streets of
Ireland earlier this month to protest
the hiring of cheap East European
fabor for Irish Ferries, they gave
voice to old familiar fears about job

security that many thought had been” -

forgotten. . )

The last time similar crowds dem- -
onstrated here over industrial issues
was in 1979, when young people were
feaving the country in droves to find
work and Ireland's unemployment
rate was hovering around 20 percent.

These days, the Irish economy is
no longer expanding at the doubie-
digit rates of the 199¢’s, when it was
called the Celtic Tiger, but it is still
the fastest-growing in Western Eu-
rope. The country enjoys nearly full

employment. _ R
" But the cutpouring of support for
more than 500 unionized workers of
frish Ferries, who will be replaced -
by new workers, mainly from Latvig,
who will work for less than half Ire-
jand’s ;minimum wage, is raising

questions about whether the toler--:

ance for globalization that helped

bolsterithe Irish economy is waning.
“We have been a major beneficia~
of ontsourcing for the last couple

4 £SOUre
of decades,” said Jim Power, chief ,

economist at Friends First, an Irish

subsidiary of the Dutch financial

services firm Eureko, “and now peo- -

ple are starting to see that it’s a dou-
sword.”

Sear: Barrett, a professor of eco-
nomics at Trinity College, Dublin, -
sald, “The Latvian sailor will become
tike the Polish plumber in Paris” He

was referring to the bogeyman in-

voked by French politicians trying to
close the labor market to foreign
workers. <
. That prospect is starting t0 WOITy"
immigrant support groups, who say
the ferfy dispute comes at a critical -
time far newly arrived foreigners in -
ireland. Bobby Gilmore, chairmanof
the Migrant Rights Center, a non-:
profit group based in Dublin, said the .

dispute threatened to damage com- -

‘tries,
- bloc, . Ireland, along with Britain, -

tle into'a life in Ireland.

“They're begibning to see and un- -
derstand that they're as vital to the
Irish ctoriomy as anyone else,” he
sald. =~ f.

Wheh the European Union expand- *
ed last year to include 10 new coun-
y from the former Soviet -

proudly kept its doors open to immi- -
grants, while other countries, like

France, sought to stem an influx of

competitive labor. Of the 96,000 peo- -
ple who entered the Irish work force -
last year, 40,000 were migrants,
mostly from Eastern Europe, ac- -
cording to the government statistics

office. Young East Eurcpeans, most
of whom are well educated, work at -
building sites, wait on tables and -
work cash registers across the coun-

Up to now, that influx has not -
caused any local resentment, be-
cause the newcomers have not taken

- Irish jobs. But the tens of thousands’

of people who marched to the gates ;
of the Irish Parliament were demon-
strating because of the perception
that that era may be comingto a

" Plans by Irish Ferries, a shipping _

_ THE NEW YORK TIMES _WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2005

A New Find Sheds Some Light

Ferry ispute Tests Ireland’s Talemnéé for Globalization

Fo

“spread public sympathy for Trish
workers. Thousands of people lined
the protest route earlier this month
to applaud the demonstrators — a
show of support that union activists -
sald they had never seen before.
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern, whois.
known as a skilled negotiator in tabor -

, disputes, condemned " Irish Ferries’

.decision as “deplorable.” .

. Butunions are concerned that pub-

. lic support may be for the wrong rea-

~ sons. “The sad thing is that some of it

“may be racist,” said Paul Smyth, the
docks and marine branch secretary

. for the largest Irish union, Sipty,-
" which is in negotiations with Irish
- Perries. “That's & huge igsue of ¢t

- About 100,000 people mérched in Dublin this month to
:“hiring of Latvian'workers at Irish Ferries. o
" munities of siewcomers trying to set-

e
protest the

and passefiger ferry company, -to
register its ships in Cyprus so it can

'cem”

.. Mr. Gilmore said he feared that-
migrants in other industries, and in
Ireland’s growing black-market
economy, would suffer worsening
_conditions if Irish Ferries success-
“fully employed cheap labor from

replace its staff with Latvians who ., if other wete -
will work for 3.60 euros an hour I&%ﬁasfmwme&byem T
($4.28), set-off a nasty dispute three - g parrett, the economics profes- ©
months ago. Passengers have been sor, said: “We've let the racist g
repeatedly stranded at sea as SYI- oy of the bottle, It can create a ot of -
pathetic dockworkers in Ireland and trouble, and we haven’t seen it be:
Wales refused to handle Irish Fer- go0n
ries’ ships. In a gesture of protest,  Tne dispute may also have impli-
ships. Ir pli-
four crewmen locked themselves in- - cations for Ireland’s 20-year-old “so-
side one ship's cabin three weeks * cjg] partnership™ model of industrial -
ago, and havetbeen there since. 31“19 * relations, which uses broad pacts.
company sent undercover securifty . among unions, employers' groups -
officers on board posing as passen- . and the government to guarantge’
gers but denied reports it had consid-  modest annual wage increases in re-
ered using tear gas against employ- . gy for promises to refrain from thie
ees who refused to leave the boats. strikes that often cripple other Euro-
The movement was reminiscent of pean countries. The pact expires
a labor dispute in France in October  pext year, but Siptu said it would riot
that raised protests among unionized " negotiate a new deal if the Irish Fer-
ferry workers and garnered the Sup-  rjes situation wasnot resolved.
port of the French public, already  «ggeial partnership seems to haye
concerned about high unemployment ¢ome up short,” Mr. Power, of
and outsourcing. The government's Friends First; said “This dispute-
effort to privatize SNCM Ferries, gges not send out very positive sig-
which would have resulted in 1aying - pajc about the industrial relations
off about a fourth of its 2,400 employ-  climate in this country.”
ees, ended with a compromise that © - i - N
teft the French state with a 25 per- *  THENEW-YORK-TIMES;
cent stake in the company. — 3 . S
As the ferry dispute unfolded in | UESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2005
Ireland, it began fo generate wide-

47

%

» Mr. Long said. -

chers be - tobebmadcastqnmef:able‘

the chainelon Feb. 26.

On the Titanic’s Final Moments " v s majo o e * oo s shou ety

FALMOUTH, Mass., Dec. 6 (AP)

plunge to the ocean floor may have
been over guickiy. ) ’
Rezearchers said Monday that the
discovery of two large pieces of the
hult indicated that the ship sank fast-
er than previously believed. .
© “f¢ turns out the THanic was more
merciful ™ said David Brown, a Ti-
tanic historian.

‘The huii pleces
of the ship’s structure and madeup a
bottom section of the vessel that was
missing when the wreck was first lo-

cated in 1985, the researchers said.. -
After the bottom section broke

free, the bow and stern split, said

 Roger Long, 8 naval architect who

analyzed the find. The stern, still

_buavant and filled with survivoers,

probably phmged wward the ocean
floor about five nuikintes iater.

and stern. Mr. Brown said be- “'gg feet were once a single section

acmcialp;n + fore the latest find that the sterntook  and were found in good condition.

20 minutes to slide into the water. The ocean liner struck an icebergon

“What we assumed was it brokeup its maiden voyage and sank about
because it sank,” he said. “Now we- two and a half hours later, on April
know it sank because it brekeup” . 15, 1912. About 1,500 people died.

The newly found hull sections, jo-  Robert Bailard, an explorer, found
cated a third of a mile from the stern ; the bulk of the wreck in 1985, He was
of the wreck, were examiined during not impressed with the recent dis-.
an expedition in August sponsored by  covery, saying: “They found 2 frag-
»mmmmmmy_ﬂ ment, big deat. Am I surprised? No.
‘tanic experts met st Woods Hole - When you go downm there, thexe’s
Oceanographic Institution near here = stuff all over the place. It kit an ice-

“It would have been w__,mducuss their analysis fof a doco- berg and it sank Getover it.”
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-Ships must carry an immersion suit

for every crewmember as of luly 2006 .

s:;(ng]ulyl , 2006, all casgo and

carriees over 500 gross tons -,

will be required to provide immersion
suits for every person onboard.

Curreadly, under International Mar-
itime Organization rules, at least three - +
1mmsmnsmtsmustbeprov:dedfor
each fifchoat on 2 cargo ship.

Thie importance of cartying enough

. survival suits for every member of the

crew has long been tecognized by some
ship operators. Steve Carmel, vice pres-
ident of Maersk Line Led., said, “e is
our longstanding policy to have a sur-
vival suit for everyonc allowed by the
certificate to be onboard. We also carry
any additionat suits as needed 10 ensure
a safe working environment.”

Last year's grounding of Selendang

Ayx in Alaska highlighted the necd for
every crewmember to have an immer- -
sion suit available. Six of the 26 crew- "
members aboard the bulk carrier died
when a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter
evacuating them crashed into the sea.
“The men who died were wearing only .
“life jackets and street clothes. The
“members of the helicopeer crew were
wumgxmmsmnssmu,andaﬂthm
hkcanyodncrpxeoeofmval
equipment, knowing how to use it is .
critical. Thomas Grace, an instructor
for Northeast Maritime Institute in
Faithaven, Mass., teaches survival skills
as part of the institute’s training fot
mariners fulfilling the requirements of
the International Convention on Stan-
dards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers. “The
requirements say that a crewman must
be able to put on the suit in less than
two minutes, but I «ry to get them to
do it in less than a minute,” Grace said.
Familiarivy with the suit is also impor-
tant because most suits are clumsy to
walk in and take some geuting used to.

R msnmroaxmfss

FRIDAY DECEMBER 30, 2005 other docurents” in the case “for &
fong time.”

»
The analysis and its biting focus on”

for greater security on deck.

White is currently workingona |

. new suit patented by Bob Duncan of

Sequim, Wash, Duncan’s BreathedLife
suit takes the dry suit concept one step .
further by using the wearer’s own
to warm the suit, In recent in-
water tests, Duncan’s suit mainuined a
's normal core emperature for

pesson
" more than 24 houss.

The IMO and manufacrurers stress
the importance of maintaining the suits
in proper condition. The IMO requires
monthly onboard checks of immersion

suits -— visual inspections of the suit to
check for tears, bad seams and improp-

" erly operating zippers. Inflatable head -

supports and/or buoyancy rings also
negd 0 be checked for proper opera-
tion. Whistes, saobes, buddy lines and

* other devices artached to the suit,

induding the storage bag, would also
be subject to periodic checks.
Although the IMO has not suggest-
ed any retirement criteria for immer-
mnsma,dxeydomqmreanmmec—
nonbydxemamxfxmmonbmdmg-
]mwdsemcepmmdncvcryﬁneeyms
- Kari Guddal of Imperiaf International
!in Seatdle recommends that the cus-
tomers servioe the suits two years after
- manufacure, followed by four years,
:and yearly after that. If properly cared .

“vice for as long as 12 years.
With the compliance date just a
year away, manufacturers are gearing

_up to satisfy the demand for suits, bur

thaemsomcoonoemsdmashomge
ofnmanlsneedadmmh:dmams
may develop. Guddal is concemed
«about supplies of neoprene, and espe-
clally zippers. She said that theve are

" In addition w the conventional neo-  only a few manufacturers in the world

prene suits, 2 new generation of suits is

now available. The new suits are based

on the so-called “dry suits” used in the *
commercial diving industry and afford
much greater flexibility for the wearer.
‘Whites Manufacturing, Saanichron,
British Columbia, makes a Survival
Dry immersion suit that is 100 percent
dry, according w the company presi-
dent, Frank White. The suit can be
donned in less than two minutes and

rthat produce the specialized type of
zlpperusedon these suits.

Her company makes suits thac are
built to satisfy a number of national
saandards, induding those of the Unit-
d Sutes, Russia, Canada and dhe
European Usion,

For information on immersion suit
veadors,gommpmfesaoml :

Jobm Smyder

nafmmamaduutnugusvsemw 2005

- mariner.com.

-{Lighter Terms

Because the suit is cimmer and flex- *

- ible youanamuﬂymtkmu,
White said.

| Recommended

§ binding, but he is viewed as an experton fed-
;.m!wmdnsmmmmmnm ‘

the transportation agency’s misman-
" agement underscored the city's
enormous legal woes. More than 190
civil lawsuits have been filed in the.
crash on Oct. 15, 2003, seeking rough-
1y $3.3 billion.:
The city fought hard to limit its 1~
ability in the case, citing 19th-centu-
mnﬂﬁme law under which it
capped at the value of the
msel—SlM mimoninthecueof
thbboat.theAndrewJ Barberl But:

In Ferry Crash -
- such a imitation would hinge on how

highraakin federa prabation ofcial _of e chachof vt
A federal official the or con toft.

bas recommended sharply reduced prison - Officials at the Department of
terms for two men who pleaded guiity inthe  Transportation declined to comment,
Staten Island ferry crash in October 2003 — . But the city’s Law Department said
three months for the assistant captaln, In a statement that it “strongly dis-
Richard J. Smith, and six months forhissu- agrees with the conclusory and
pervisor, Patrick Ryan — according to pa- many unsupported ‘findings’ " in the
pers released yesterday. report, which it said “were clearly

‘The official, Chief Probation Officer Tony
Garoppolo, found the “lion’s share” of blame
in the crash, which left 11 people dead and
injured dozens more, rests with the senior
management at the city's Department of
Transportation, not with Mr. Smith, who
passed out at the helm, or Mr. Ryan, the di-
rector of ferry operations. .

The recommendation for Mr. Smith is far
‘below the sentencing guidelines, which the
probation official initially said was 21 to 27
months, although he later decreased it be-
cause he viewed Mr. Smith’s conduct as
negligent rather than reckless.

The sentencing guidelines in Mr. Ryan’s
case are 10 to 16 months, significantly high=
ermanﬂnstx-monmsentencebetngrecom-

' For 2 Figures

based on incomplete and one-sided
“information.”
Only one person, Mr. Smith, was at’
the controls when the vessel, at high
speed, siammed into a maintenance
- pler near the St: George Terminal
Mr. Smith had lost conscioushess
- mgments before,
A central issue in the civil lawsuits
and the criminal cases — a total of
-ive people were charged in the case,,
snd four have pleaded guilty — has
been the city’s failure to enforce the
two-pilot rule, which required that
two captains be. in the wheelhouse
when the vessel docked.

On the day of the crash, Mr. Smith,
+ who had been taking painkillers, ar-

Mr. Garoppolo was asked to review the = rived at work fatigued. After the
¢ase by Chilef Judge Edward R. Korman of  crash, he fled to his home on Staten
United States District Court in B Isiand and attempted suicide.
who is set to sentence the men on Jan, 9. Vincente Ferrante Sr., whose son,

Mr. Garoppolo’s recommendation is not . Vincent Jr., 28, was killed in the
crash, was'troubled by the sentences
and the city’s efforts to skirt liability.
SR - “From Day 1, we've gotten slapped
The release of the andlysis and recom- inthefacebythecity"hesaidm

| J do ‘
de“id’mmwm“yin‘_ mendations was highly unnsual. Judges terday. “We just can’t get any kind of

- mot commonly seek them, and.in cases :

justice. 'Ihtsdoesgoallthewayw

| A rebuke of city

‘transportation’s senior
management team.

aroppolo’s analysis amounts.

lnastinmgrebukeotmec!ty’s

transportation commissioner, Iris
Weinshall, and.one of her deputies,
Jaseph Albano.

It was made public yesterday i
two documents, one of which recom-
mended the shorter sentences. One
of the documents also raised ques-
tions about papers filed by prosecu-
tors in the case. Those papers had
seemed to shift blame away from
Mr. Albano, and defended the deci-
sion not to charge him. Yet the analy-
sis found Mr. Albano unqualified. .

“The D.0.T. Commissioner and
her deputies exercised inadequate
e o e

an managem
w«wse that the DO.T.

put in. place was severely ﬂawed.
' the analysissaid. = .

the top, to Iris Weinshall.”

Anthouy Bisignano I, the lead
‘lawyer for the injured survivors of
the crash and families of the dead
who are trying to prevent the city
from limiting its liability, criticized
the light recommended sentences,
But he said that Mr. Garoppolo's con-
clusions supported their arguments.

“The report found that upper-level
management was more to blame
than lower-level crew members,” he

- said. “This helps our argument that
the upper echelons within the De-
peartment of Transportation are ultt-
mately responsible for this tragedy.”

Mr. Garoppolo said of the depart-
ment, “The more I saw, the more |
strongly conclude that managerial
and persomnel deficiencies at the
D.0.T. led to mediocre supervision of
its ferry service, and compromised
safety.” ’

He said that while Mr. Albano, the
assistantcomnﬁsslonerinclmrgeot
ferry service, was responsible
ovemeemgsatety policles,helmew
ahnostmthlng"abmtmarmmeop-
erations and manegement.

- Cvdonp.7




6 Captain’s Quarters

a U.S. master marmer on LNG tankers |

n re toeometmahout ety
andmmm,bothhousmofﬁm
thode Istand General Assembly have
nassed bills requiting an American .
naster mariner onboard all LNG ves-
dsdmtmnsztRhochslmdmtets :

nanpmonmdmgcforhqucﬁedys
argoes, would remain on the LNG
essel for the entire time the vessel
inloads its cargo. The marinet would

mdmatﬂ
B the Yractehel ING
H torminal near -
B Boston. Tractebet
I roquires the

presence of a B.5.
matiner on the
LNG tankers calling
ot fis lerminal,
& Rhods istand is
considering
impesing 3 simifar
requirement on
LN tankers piying
Harragansstt Bay.

edmZOOOmrequnedmanAmen

can master mariner be onboard each of
its four vessels calling on its facility in
the Boston area, to make sure the ves-
sels meet all operational and regulatory
requiterments.

The House and Senate bills are -
! identical and each was passed by unan-

‘i imous votes in April and May. Rhode
- Island legislators afe concerned about

. an LNG terminal proposed fer Provi-

xavethcnghtwaﬁiﬂscavmsdmiavc dence. In addition, vessels would have

thode Isdand waters if it were deter-
nined that it posed a risk to the state’s
esidents Or environment.

'I‘hcxnannetsrolcwouidbetoéib—'

f the cargo to protect public health,
ut not 1o take control of the ship,

to travel through Rhode Istand waters
to reach a proposed LNG facility in
Fall River, Mass.

) Asofmxd}uned:ebﬂlshadnot

Carcten

,‘ Wh:ietiusiawwmﬂdbeneﬁu\mw

ceording to State Sen. Leonidas B jcan mariners, experts said the Rhode
laprakis, who filed the Senate bill. | Jsland law faces numerous challenges.
"We're having the individual actasa The first issue is whether the state

ern is that everyone on these ships are
oreign crews and foreign officers.”

Some of those crews; he said, might |
some from countries where there is

ympathy for terrorists. In addition,
nechanical problems or human error
sould occur. With a dangerous cargo
uch as LNG, “I feel that Rhode
stand should have extra protecdon,”
1e said. )

Raptakis said he got the idea for his

sill after zeading an article in Profes-
ional Mariner on jobs for American
natiners in the ING industry (PM
185 ULS. Mariners boping to benefit
NG

Therc isone opersting an

NG facility dhar dbready does what “express the Coast Guards concern . by US.- ﬁagge&vcscis

ke Rbode Idand bills would requite.

fracechel ENG Mordh America decid- mﬁm&m&yméx&&aﬁ% mm‘mww

this action. DennnLBryam,m N

bydenp!cmcCourthathQf)@ under the Decpwater Port Act of 1974

" Rear Adm, David B Pekoske wrote o™

+ with state regulation of matters

Rhode. Istand legislation would require

* diction over the ship,” said Capt. War-

. xen G. Leback, president of First i

. American Bulk Carrier. Leback was
" vice president and director of opera-

| navigation,” he said of the proposed
iaison officer,” he said. “My main con-- othodeIshndhasd:epmmmkc iAmenanmanner He;soniythcmas

' the Maritime Administration under

emment.” The letter also pointed out
that previous Supreme Court cases
state that the regulation of design, con-
© struction, alteration, repair, mainte-
nance, operation, equipping, personnel

International Herald Tribune
- Monday, November 7 2005

[Protection

going to do; he doesnt have any juris- |

1]

fions of El Paso LNG and was head of

President George H.W. Bush.

But Howard McVay, president of
the Northeast Marine Pilots Associa-
tion of Newpore, R.I., does not object
to the bill. “He has nothing to do with

"2 state representative to sce that the

expert in maritime law with the faw - zv@sellspenmttedmcondnﬁsa&m' |
firm of Holland 8¢ Knight, said Rhode = ¢! operations in state wateis.” -
- Island is meading in federal Leback said it would be preferable
| “Whshineto smctricdwimposc , for the federal government to require
unique requirements on tankers pass- dutthcoiﬁcersonLNvaekmﬂmg
ing through state and the USS. onallU§ p(‘msbcAnu:rfmn “Since
s e C sald No,dmsafed . we're buying it, and we're importing it, |
- Guard i ;amiwchaveapmbiemwiﬂmourown"
vemlacn”‘flg:m‘hcc‘”“ A isin ! interest of security, then we should
'- Inf;ct,dxceomm:mdel‘ of the mqg!; !;;zpl?::k Oa:ied:;tar (b—lvlmn.)
wgkmsFmDﬂff“df‘a‘“‘ ' has taken this idea one step further. He
wlsia:xd }"ifa“'n“"‘b"ml 'md;wede * submitted an amendment to H.R. 889
e Gﬁmdmwm“bcgngea&d . in April that would give top priority to § -
ashingron case, was . processing LNG terminal licenses

o facilities supplied with ING carried

Disid Tyler

Htask force, particularly
Jtry and stop the attacks. In the last 10

{kified

{attacks across the world,” Linington

-qualification and manning rank vessels ﬁ. 3
it e s prnstae - [IOM pirates

Coast Guard.” 0 t t

- Pekoske wrote that the Coast Guard 48 gh f

and the Rhode Island legislature , S. u a er
should work togerher on a fedetal sol- h k

ton to the issue of LNG tanker safety ner attac
. in the state, although he did not offer  |The Assoctated Press

‘ specifics. - .

A
Raptakis said the bill requires the e;m mm

company operating the LNG facility 1o sh:psttavelmgoﬁﬁnecoastofScmn!m
hire the mariner and that Rhode Island JfieT 2 attack on 2 Juxu anwﬁmi
hasg&n:ﬁigoversitingissmregaxd— mamhedthmeocmhesh ﬂwabmxtlﬁo
ing the facility. “We're not telling the - Jkilometers, or 100 miles, Somali

S ‘Jcoast and aboard.
 shipping company that they haveto mmm&’dﬁﬁm iri
have this person onboard. The costis ~ Jescaped by increasing speed and chan-
incurred by the LNG facility. That's y Americans
where we get away from the issue . Jwith some Australians and Europeans,
' regarding the Coast Guard,” he said. _ [8athered in lounge for safety, and

.~ Aside from jurisdictional issues, 2 spokesman for the Miami-based Sea-
- there are worries that creation of this bg.linCrnisehngasubsndnryofCa!—
job could create confusion on the | aqsen g rataaion of the Nad
bridge for the master and the pilor. “1 | Union of Marine Aviation and Shipping
dont see what that third personis 'l‘xansgﬁo_rt, Wh:?dtg;mi :‘:shold-

mgumenttalkswnhshlpownezsthis
week on the problem of piracy off So-
malia’s coast, a situation that he said
'was nearly out of control.

“We believe there should be 2 naval
off Somalia, to

hundreds of seamen have been
and thousands injured in pirate

said. “Yt’s got to the stage where it’s an-

jarch on the sea waves, and this latest

entshowsxt’sumegomnmenm

together.

‘The location of the attack indicated
the pirates were likely to have been
from a that hijacked 2 UN-

vesselm]uneandheldxts
crew and food aid hostage for 106 dagse.
said Andrew Mwapgura, head of
Kenyan chapter of the Seafarers Assist-

ance Program.
'l‘he:ehasbeenasharpmcreasem?ir-
_{acy this year along Somalia’s coastline,

thhZSam;:ksrepormdmeeMmchli
Maritime

'} according to the International

Bureau, a division of the International
Chamber of Commerce that tracks pir-
acy. In 2004, the organization

just two attacks off the Hom of
US. and NATO

region to pmmmgm&

: farthermt.bnttheyaxenotpermmed
4 in Somalia’s territorial waters.

The irit was bound for Mombasa,

Alexandria, It was
expecwd to reach the Semﬂes on
Momdayandthentoconﬁnuemi&spre—

schedule to Siogapore, company

Ny

vious

PRt
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In Estoma, Former Sovtet-

Era Port Seeks More B ustlef,

By DAN BILEFSKY
lntemanona] Herald Tribune
SILLAMAE Estonia — In the ear-
ly 1960’s; the Kremlin ordered the So-
viet mlhtary to biow up the port of °

“Sillamae to prevent enemy ships -

‘from infiltrating this sleepy industri-
-al:town of:18,500, where uranium was

enriched tobuild nuclear bombs dur-

ing the Cold War.

Now, Tiit Vahi, a former Estonian’
prime minister and a leader of the .
country’s revolution against ‘Soviet -

rule; wants to ture the ships back. His
aim is no less than transforming a
place once ‘nicknamed: Uranium
Lake into a’bustling commercial. port
that ‘will allow Estonia to'serve as a -
“Pr idge between East and West and
‘$hake up European trade.: ]
““Eyen if .wé could _transport the

dust on the. containers commg from ‘

China, we’d be happy, since. the Chi-
‘nese cargo flow is:50 huge saJd Mr.
Vahi, who helped | lead Estonia’s inde- |
pendence movement in 1989, before
‘becoming transport minister . and*
-prime minister: and then entering the
‘business world:

‘While European companies are f

lobbying: the European. Union to rein
"int inexpensive Chinese imports — a
move that cuiminated.in thousaids -
.of containers of Chinese T-shirts.and
sweatshirts being fheld up at Eurc-
pean ports over the summer — ports
like Siliamae are frantically casting
around for even a fraction of China’s
enormous trade. The money at stake
is huge. Over the:last 25 years, Eu-
rope-China trade has increased near-
ly 30-fold, to 146 billion euros.
~ Officials reopened the port of Sllla~
“mae in October with a reconstructed
berth, a railway station and 2.5 kilo-
meters of metal pipes for pumping

“Crime/Cruise” fromp. 2

We do not know what happened t0 | mings,

" George Smith — only that he trag- - called the ind :
ust -
ically disappeared from the cruise — ° i sove s

| but we  continue to cooperate fully

i with the F.B.L in the hope that the
agency will be able to provide solid-
| answers and some measyre of clo-
« sure for the Smith family.”

; Royal Caribbean has said it
promptly notified . the F.B.IL, ’the
American Embassy, the Turkrsh po- |
lice, the Greek Coast Guard and the

. Bahamas Maritime Authority about

¢ Mr. Smith’s case.

The Smith Tamily has said it plans '

[to file a lawsuit against.the cruise
line, which is based in Miami and
.registers its ships in the Bahamas.
And Ms. Hagel Smith has announced
a $100,000 reward for information
. leading to arrests in the case. -

oil to and from ShlpS It is oW the E

chiitecture and palm’trees: stored if
specxal greenhouses during the win-
‘ter. Many Estonians fecall'it as.a for-
bidding: ;place: where no one . ever

j smiled.

=t wouldn’t want {0 go there,” said.
Sven- Ratassepp, marketmg man-’

| ‘ager of the Port:of Tallinn, Silla-"~

! European Union’s easternmost port
— so close to the Russian border that
_you can see the city of Ivangorod, 16
miles away, sparkling in ‘a haze
across the Baltic Sea. "+

This site is' crucial to attracting
China,’ Mir. Vahi said, because it will
permit Chinese companies to cut'in
half the time it takes for their goods. |
to travel to Europe on the Trans-
Slberlan Railway through Russia, _

Most Chinese companies now. send
their goods on giant container ships .
tolarge Western Etiropean ports like

“Rotterdam, where they are unloaded .
- onto smaller ships that fan across
‘the Atlantic. But by sending goods to
Sillamae through Russia,
. .companies  could - bypass . the long
_ .passage along the Suez Canal -and -*
shrink their travel times to 14 days
from 40 days.

.The prospect of such tlme and cost
“savings prompted-President Hu Jin-

tao of China to invite Mr. Nrahi to F
im-in Beumg this: summer‘,to )

_ use Sillamae s a gateway “and dis-
trlbutlon center;”said Lid Mmgguo

commeraal counselor at the Chmese f '

: embassy inTallinn.

o Exenif Sillamae Succeeds in draw-
mg the Chinese; the port will need to
shed a Soviet-era image straight out
of .a:John le Carré novel. For 50
years, Sillamae was one of the most
heavily guarded cities in Estonia’be-

. ’.c'lear secrets 'would leak out. Locals '
say” that ‘K/G:B. agents ‘surrounded’
" the.town’s gates and arrested tres- -

passers. Inside the gates, the town -’

was.preserved-as a model Soviet uto-
pla, adomed by umform Stahmst ar

» Representatlve Elijah E. Cum-
Democrat  of

tary reporfing of crimes “a major
‘problem.” He said: “We have to fig- |
_ure out a way. We have to do better.” -

In sharp exchanges with Chris
: Swecker, an assistant director of the

lCrlmmal Investigative division of

the F.B1. and one of the witnesses,

Mr. Shays declared that the crime
data provided to federal law enforce- .
ment by the industry was “meaning= -
less” because it is incomplete.

had investigated about 300 cases of
“crime on the open seas” in the last:

- five years, nearly half of them sexual

and physical assaults that occurred
on cruise ships. He said that each:
year about 10 million Americans
travel abroad on cruise ships. -

+'what went on there.”

Chinese

. cause of the Kremlin’s féars that nu- ':,

Maryland,

mae’s - rival. “sillamae is. an ugly
town and it was a closed city for
.. years. Not many people reaily know

' Beyond its image problem trans-

' "portation executives say that plans

to'use Russia as a supply route‘from
China to-Europe could: prove diffi-

"cult, because parts of thie Trans-Sibe- |

' rian Railway are old and outmoded.
The Kremlin has beén slow to grant
: foreign companies access to its com-
mercial railways and is sometimes
seen as a threat-to. mterfere with
_their plans :

Meanwhile, Moscow has 1mposed
double tariffs, through the next -two

Attractmg Clunese
busm 55 is cractal toa
lan for g'rowth

ears ‘on goods that are shlpped tof
fand from Russia using non-Russian -
ports; making the ‘use of Russia’s
‘commercial: railways: an’ expenswe g
proposmon o
The Russxan-Estoman border also
“is plagued by congestion.- A backlog
. of cargo chokes the Russian side, and
'Estonia’s railway system;like others:
in: the Baltics, is-still :not. fuily inte-
grated with. Western Eurgpe’s — a
legacy of Russian occupation, when
the <czars wideéned.  train tracks
across the empire to prevent mhltra-
tion by'enemy trains,
‘Pavel’ Tehcka a European Union
official coordmatmg a multibillion-
dollar prolect t0.upgrade -the Baltic

: rallway system, said that. Sillamae.

was another small step in: creatinga .

brldge to: the/West “from the Baltic. -
countﬁes “The potential for Estonia -

- —and the.Baltics —-:to act as.a gate-
“way between..East - and . West is
“strong, but the transport mfrastruc-

ture needs to be integrated “vith the
rest of the bloc while Russia has to
liberatize its transport markets,” he
said. :
Working in Sillamae’s favor isa
free-trade zone where companies -

" can store goods ranging from DVD’

players to-oil for three years without
paying taxes or customs duties.
Rival ports already are grumbling

that the free-trade zone gives Silla-
mae an unfair. advantage “If the
E.U. deesn’t shut it down, other ports
will make a huge stink,” said Minco
van Heezen, a spokesman for the

. Port of Rotterdam. .

. But Maria Assrmakopoulou Euro-
pean: Commission spokeswoman for-
taxation, said that Sillaimae was enti-

“tled to have the zone and noted that -
p goods were .taxed when they arrlved .

) 'Srllarnae : atid” help.

some of the cachet it had when the
surrounding. area ‘was’ the “favored
holiday -destination: of Russian-aris-
tocrats in'the 19thcentury. But he dc-
knowledged that lelamae was-still
trying ‘to 'shed” its’ reputatlon as a
‘Russian. - enclave " During ' Soviet,
times, the Estonianlangusage was not
taught at “Sillamae’s  schodls;. and
mainiy Estonians:grew up here with-

* out - speaKing -their native. ‘tongue.

When the new Estoman ‘governiment

. stdrted to reduce Russian influence

in the region in the early 1990s, Silla- -

‘mrae was oneof the last cities to glve :

up Soviet rule: .
Mr. Vahi says he.is- conhden,:t that
‘the port would prosper-as globaliza-

. tion openied thie Chinese and Russian

markets. :‘And ‘he is undaunted -by
critics, who' dismiss Sillamae as just

-another port-in-a country of 1:4 mil-

lion people with 101 ports.

“I ‘am -used to seeing potential
where other people see nothmg * he
said. ;

“We need to find a way to get accu-
rate statistics,” he said. But he add-
ed, “We can only collect data op what
is reported to us, and it’s very diffi-
cult to quantify what is not report-
ed.” -

and secutity of cruise ships, inctud-
 ing an exploration into the risks of pi-

racy in international waters. Offi-

~cials from- the Navy and Coast

“Guard, as well as Mr. Swecker, said

" they would try to study the reporting
Mr. Swecker said that the bureau:’

problem further to provide guidance

'to lawmakers about the need for
laws or regulations.

e

“Ferry/Crash” from p. 5

““This plan was managerially ama- -
teurish, and also quite risky for a fer--
ry service that transports 65,000 peo-
ple daily within a large and very:

< £ busy harbor,” he said.
Mr. Shays said that he would con- 4

duct further hearings on the safety;

While Mr. Garoppolo found that
Mr. Ryan “definitely shares signlf
icantly in the culpability for the acci- -
dent,” he noted that most of Mr. Al-
bano's responsibilities had been i~
formally passed on to Mr, Ryan, whe,
while an experienced mariner, had
no experience in management. il

Lawyers for Mr. Ryan and Mrl
Smith declined to comment on the

|} analysis and recommendations.

' Mr. Albano, who retired in August
2004, would only say, “I think my
rgcord of service for 35 years in gov—
efnment s-eaks forifselt” -
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forence 8. Kurk, Guilford, CT: The Lyons Press,
3005, 259 pp. Hius. Paperback. $16.95.

1941, corporal of the guard Tergnce Kirk and
some 200 other Marines stationed with him
n North China, were strong men willing to
efend their country. But they were forced fo

surrender to the Japanese and spend more than .

From that fateful day until the U.S. bombing

»f Nagasaki in August 1945, retired Gunnery

sergeant Kirk provides a horrendous view
f his straggle for survival. He became a
dave laborer for the Japanese war effort, and

vatched himself and fellow Marines wither.

Tuon strapping young men to mere skeletons,
avaged by starvation, physical abuse, and
With the help of a Japanese interpreter and

everal brave Marines, Kirk built a pinhole’
amera from scraps of cardboard and recorded -

trocities imposed by his captors. No doubt,
iscovery of those activities by prison camp

fficials would have resulted in his summary

xecution. Nonetheless, he succeeded in taking

handful of photos and hiding them until the -
nd of the war. Like many other such images

f mainourished and diseased POWs, his are
ad and alarming. :

On his way home after repatriation, the
uthor says he and his fellow POWSs received a
government gag-order” to refrain from relating
ny stories of incarceration by the Japanese.
fowever wrongheaded that seems now, the,

- rapid onset of postwar politics in 1945 and

General Douglas MacArthur’s assumption of

_ supreme command in Japan !ends credibitity .
" to Kirk’s allegation.

When Pearl Harbor was bombed on 7 December -

Controversy over our dropping two nuclear

bombs on Japan will continue ad infinitum. -

But reminders tike this ong of the terrible

. conditions faced by prisoners of the Japancse :

should help us put those devastating attacks i in.
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Carnival Draws
Lawmaker Query
L Over Katrina Pact

ByYochDxmm

[

 crat said documents from Carnival Crulse
"' Lines show the company is making far

- would have earned from their normal use.

cut-the Carnlval Corp. unit’s main de-

Marine Society of the City of New York

17 Battery Place
New York, NY 10004
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WASH!NGTON—-A senior House Demo-

* more money from leasing ships fo the .
federal government for Hwrricane Kat- |
‘ rina evacuees and relief workers than it .

In a letter to Homeland Security Secre- -
tary Michael Chertoff, Rep. Henry Wax-
- man {D., Calif.) said he had uncovered -
new information that appeared to under-

fense of its $236 million, contract to pro- -

IRERFXONE, N
S v

“vide the government with emergency
" housing for 7,100 people aboard three af

pﬁceoftheeonh'actwasjustiﬁedbyme
. company's need to recoup revenue lost

“when it had to cancel passenger reserva-
: s

But the internal Carnival “financial
_review” obtained by Mr. Waxman ap-
pears to paint a different picture. In the
- January 2002 document, Carnival pegs
- ifs revenue for the three ships now effec-
 tively leased by the government at about
1 $25 million a month. That means Carni- -
val's normal monthly revenue from the
- three ships would be about $150 million
" gver the six-month life of its federal con-
tract, far lower than the $236 million it
standstoreeeiw.fromthegtwemment. ‘
. The company's potential profit from
the deal could be even higher because
the documents show that the ships nor-
- mally carry 800 more employees than are
onboarddtningmeirmasmassiveﬂoat

hotels, lowering its costs consider- -
, Mr. Waxman said.

“Thenetmsukisaconu'actﬂxatlooks
" jucrative for Carnival but exceptionaﬁy
- expensive for the taxpayer,” he wrote.

Carnival spokeswoman Jennifer De La -

- Cruz defended the contract and questioned

Mr. Waxman’s numbers. She said the reve-
nue figures for three ships were unusually
“1ow because they were from the period
immediately after the Sept. 11, 2001 terror
“attacks. Citing expenses like canceling
120,000 passenger reservations and forego-
* ing normal revenue, she said

shipboard
. the deal was pxmdtobepmﬁtneutml. .
C'vdonp.3
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