
DfTORS NOTE: 

This is your newsletter. If you have any! 
leWS or item which you believe might be of) 
oterest to members orTbe Marine Society as' 
I whole, please don't hesjlale to hand it; mail 
t or "e-malr' il to Karen Laino, Offlce 
\ dministrntor. Thank you. 
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The Marine Society of the City 'of New YOlk 
is a charitable and educational organization, 
the regUlar membership being comprised en~. 
tireJy of seafarers, all of whom must have 
bttn CapClins or Of'ficers of mert:hant vessels 
~ lbe United siates of Aroer\ca flag or of 
.U.S. Naval /U.s. Coast Guard Officers of the 
rank of Commander or above. h was formed 
in Colonial' days, formerly chartered in '170 
by King <$orge. IH to' uimpi"ove maritime 
knowledge and relieve indigent and distressed 

.shipmaster's, lheir widows and orphans.'" 
I\mong. early roombers of the society was 
.Pr-e:sidem George Wasbingt~. 
By and large, the Marine Society of New 
YoR has. _~ormed itsc~ scTvict 
<JuiettY ~ Jhc: yeaJS without fanfare, as 
~ .an -Organization of seafarers.·. ~I 
stands today as the watchdog of their ~ 
and interests of American shipping as a wbok. 

Be surlll and request your not .. iliA (N 

a IQerNI 10 notitt the S&cieIy .. £3se • 
iJltles:s 0.- ~padry_ _ 
It i:S -aIse ~ lor npaIar nteMben 

10 Jet :Your next 01 kin know ,ltat ttw.y haw 
lbe right 01 retief in t:a.se 01 IUfure need. 

Musewn Ship Intrepid
 
Returning to Old Berth
 
AJmost two years after being
 
pried from the mud and t?wed
 
off to a shipyard for a maJor
 
overhaul, the aircraft ~arrier 

Intrepid is returning ~ome.
 

The fabled survivor of Pacific' .
 
war battles will be towed up .
 
New York Harbor and slotted
 
into its familiar Hudson River
 
berth on Thursday. The float·
 
ing militarY and space muS{>um
 
will reopen to the Dubhc on
 
Nov. 8 following a $120 million.
 
restoration..
 

On the enclosed hangar deck,
 
the museum will offer new ex·
 
hiblts and facilities for public
 
events, along with visitor ac­

cess to crew quarters and
 
other spaces previously off-lim·
 
its.
 

The outdoor flight deck ar'
 
ray o(some 30 vintage aircraft
 
has five adrotions: a pair of 50­

viet-designed MiG·fighters. a
 
Grumman FllF fighter that in ','
 
the 1960s was part of the Na­

vy's Blue Angels flight demon­

stration team, and two 1950s­

era helicopters.
 

The Intrepid is one of five n~­
tire<! World War U aircraft car­
riers serving today as muse­
ums. Launched-in 1943, it _ , _. 
fought in six major Pacific cam- kazes. It also served in the Ko- -NASA astronauts before bem,g 
paigns, losing 270 crew mem- ·rean and Vietr)am wars and decommi~ol\edin 1974. 

. bers-roestIy to"Japanese kamJ- was tWlce a recovery s p or _. _ __ ' . - hi f -.WJ.u.......,-~5',
 

·Looters·PlunderWrecks in 'Tbe Graveyard' of tbeAtlanti~, .. 
.. Merchant Ships and Royal Navy vessels are among the meeks lying ~ff the coast of 
America which were sunk by German U-boats during the Hattie of the Atlanl.l~. The stret:h of 
seabed off North Carolina and Virginia contains up to 90 wrecks, most [ymg at rel~tlvely 

shallow depths, offering divers and maritime historians ~ique op~rt~jties for exp.Jorallon. 
. However, experts have warned that wrecks are. increasmgly being dIsturbed. by dIvers, some 
of whom are removing items to keep as souvenIrs. Weapons and other ~Ifaets have been 
looted and divers are even said to have removed the skeleton of a German saJ\or from a sunken 
u-boat in the area. 

Most of the ships were sunk in the first half of 1942 when the Nazis. took the U~boal 

offensive right up to the US. coast. The cam-paign, which started as operanon Paukens~hlag 

(Drumbeat) was successful for the Germans, who called the period the "Second Happy Ttrne" 
after an earlier phase of Allied sinkings. . 

Initially, there was no convoy system and linle protection given to British and Ame~JC~ 

ships which traveled up the coast alone before assembling further north 10 .cross the AtlantiC ill 
large numbers. The U-boats were able to pic~ off ships in dayl~ght or al night when they were 
silhouetted by lights from the Shore. E named "Torpedo J~etlon.. . 

Joseph Hoyt a maritime archeologist from the NatIOnal Oceamc and A~osphenc 

Administration say that the sights are so small it doesn't take muc~ to ha~e a v~ry vlsible and 
IO[Jg~lasting impact A Jot of divers, if.the~ find a S~lJ)) o.r remams,. ~Jll decl~~ that others 
~t to see ;t and will move it out and bring It up on deck Wlth.out reahzmg that It I.S extremely 
disrespectful. "They are going to a a grave and looting malenal from a gave. It. IS a level of 
selfishness that I find almost unfathomable. The are memorials to all who served In WWlI. 

Jos. Schwarzer, Director ofllie North Carolina Maritime Museums said, "'We don't want to 
stop people from going down but we want them to leave them alone, not to u~ a hac~w o~ 

cutting torch to remove periscopes, deck guns, valves and not to start pullmg bodIes an 
skeletal remains out." . 

Until four years ago, it was pennitted to remove things from wrecks m~r.e than 12 mJle~ 

from the U.S coast. However, they are now protected, although people can VIsIt.. . 
(senl ill by CapUllll Harry Marshall) -2­


