Shlppers Brace for New Tax on Fuel
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BRUSSELS—Shipping compa- :

nies, already crimped by a global
- trade slump, fearthat the Copen-

hagen climate summit will de- :

liver another hit: a tax on bunker

fuel,. the thick, sulfuric low- .

grade oil that powers ships.
. Inanticipation ofalevy, thein-

giustry has developed a flurry of -

_ new technolcgies ranging froma
" giantkite that fuzictions as a sail
- to aerpdynamic paint, and are

making simpler adiustments"

‘. such as sailing more slowly.

Leaders at the Copenhagen

* talks hope a fuel tax will prod
" shipping companies to other so-

lutions, such as shorter routes

and alternate energy sources. .
The tax, estimated at $10 billion *

a year, should bein place by 2012.
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Summit leaders are expected to °
tap the London-based Interna- °

" tional Maritime Organization,
. whichruns the global reigister of
; shipping, to manage the levy.

Scientists estimate that ship-

" ping, the vehicle for 80% of world

trade, is responsible for 3% to 5% :

of all carbonemissions. Yet, along
with airlines, the shipping | indus-
try was left out of the 1992 Kyoto

pmtoco], which focnsed mainly -
.on requiring onshore lndustrxes )
to cut their carbon emissiops. -

Yet theissue ofshlppmg eInis-.

sions has been gathering : steam .

and a tax now seems inevitable. :

If governments can’t agree on a
tax, the European Union will levy
a fee on all ships that dock in EU
ports, EU officials say.
InCopenhagen, there are eight

; ideas on the table, involving a
straight tax; a cap-and-trade ar-
_ rangement in which emissionsare -

limited and rights to emit more .

than the limit are bought and

- sold; or acombination of the two.

" The most popular within the

. shippingbusiness, industry exec-
. utives say, is a proposal by Dan-
" ish ship owners to use a bunker-
. fuel tax to buy carbon offsets.
: Buying such offsets for pollut-
* ing, from companies that suc-

cessfully reduce emissions,
would likely be required under
the overall emissions deal next
week in Copenhagen.

The most controversial idea,
proposed by Nigeria and Liberia,
would yse the $10 billion a year

- they 53y would be raised from a
" ‘bunker-fuel fax to help develop-

ing countries pay for adaptmg to

~new emissions rules.

‘The tax may be hard to en-
force because ships are regis-

. tered in- dozens of -ports from

Liberia to Panama, and sellers of

. bunker. fuel, a sludgy residue

from refined crude oil “are small

. firms operating: in very unregu- -
« lated parts of the world,” says *
" Philip Roche, a London-based
. maritime lawyer with Norton

Rose LLP. That’s why the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization

needs to be involved, shipping- *

company executives say.

Even without the bunker-fuel
tax, shipping companies are com- .
ing up with ideas for saving fuel
and improving their images.

AP. Moller Maersk AS, the

- world’s biggest container-ship-

ping company, says it will cut
emissions by 20% per container
by 2017, Chief Executive Nils
Andersen said in an interview.
.Japan’s NYK Line says it will ~
cut carbon-dioxide emissions by

. 70% by 2030 and develop a zero-

emissions ship by 2050. The ship
would use a combination of fuel

_cells and solar and-wind energy,
“'company executives say. .

|

UVEK 400 PIKACY INCIDENTS REPOKTED IN “0Y

A total of over 406 incidents of piracy and armed robbery were
enymerated in the 2009 annual-piracy report recently released by

the ICC International Maritime Bureau Piracy Reporting Center

(IMB PRC). The last time piracy figures crossed the 400 incidents

was in 2003. 2009 is also the third successive year that the number

of reported incidents have increased with 239, 263, and 293 3

incidents reported in 2006, 2007, and 2008 respectively.

The report states that, worldwide in 2009, 153 vessels were :
boarded, 49 vessels were hijacked, 84 attempted attacks and 120

vessels fired upon-compared to 46 ships fired upon in 2008. A total
of 1052 crewmen were taken hostage. Sixty eight crewmen were
incidents and eight killed. The level of violence towards the crew
has increased along with the number of crew injuries.

The number of incidents attributed to the Somali pirates stands at
217 with 47 vessels hijacked and 67 crewmen taken hostage.
Somalia accounts for more than half of the 2009 figures, with the
attacks continuing to remain opportunistic in nature. In 2008, 111
vessels were targeted by Somali pirates resulting in 42 hijackings.
While the number of 2009 incidents has almost doubled, the
number of successful hijackings is proportionately less. This can be

attributed to the increased presence and coordination of the inter- -
national navies along with heightened awareness and robust activity

by the Masters in transiting these waters.

2009 has, however, seen a significant shift in the area of attacks

off Somalia. While the 2008 attacks were predominantly focused in

the Gulf of Aden, 2009 has witnessed more vessels being targeted |
along the east coast of Somalia. Since October, increased activity

has been observed in the Indian Ocean with 33 incidents reported,
including 13 hijackings.
occurred east of 60 degrees east-including four hijacked vessels.
Many of these attacks have occurred at distances of approximately
1,000 nautical miles off Mogadishu. IMB director, Captain

Thirteen of these last quarter incidents

Pottengal Mukudan stated,, “Motherships have traditionally posed -

as fishing vessels or dhows to avoid detection. Reports of such
craft should be questioned and investigated.”

-~ Twenty eight incidents were reported for Nigeria in 2009. - Of
these 21 vessels were boarded, three were fired upon, one vessel

was hijacked and three Masters reported an attempted attack on
their vessel. One crewman was reported killed as the robbers tried

to escape after looting the vessel. Vessels attacked include general

cargo, bulk carriers, reefers, and all types of tankers. The majority :
of incidents related to the oil industry and fishing vessels go‘

unreported. Information from external sources would suggest at '
least a further 30 unreported attacks occurred in Nigeria in 2009.

This is the second year where incidents in the Singapore Straits
have increased. Nine incidents were reported in 2009. Of these, six
vessels were boarded and three reported attempted attacks
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Wltness says vessel '
gomg much ‘oo fast’ !
f;fackmg distress call

1B. Bloomekatz
LBSMGELES TIMES
‘ -"Mark Sromalla was aboard a.
* sailboat in San Diego Bay with:
: his boss and their wives last;
i Sunday, enjoying a fireworks
"t display and preparing for the

~annual procession of boats Wv

decked out in holiday lights.

Then, he saw a US. Coast.

Guard boat headingtoward his
- boat;gt a rapid rate of speed.

Sromalla, a sales manager, .

worried the' patrol boat was
going to hit their sailboat, but
. it moved aside at the last mo-
' ment:

““The speed was incredible,”

herecalled in an interview with

-thé.Los Angeles Times. “This’
Coa§t Guard vessel comes at:

us ftdm behind. ... He was haul-
-ing a8s.”
Moments later, the Coast

"Guard boat collided with:
‘~pleasure craft, killing an:
LSJ‘\:taiax'-f)ld boy and leaving five

1

people hurt.

_ of Lights on Sunday.

threatening emergency, I'm
not sure you would want to go
that fast with that many boats”

crowded in the water, Sromalla -

said.

Heestimated that there were |

about 25 to 30 boats in the
nearby area at the time of the
“crash. —
PROBE CONTINUES

Federal investigators have
been in San Diego since early
this week trying to determine
what caused the wreck.

Coast Guard officials have

+ declined to comment on details

" of the incident, but said the -

patrol boat was in the area be-

cause of reports of a grounded .

- vessel and that it collided with

' the pleasure craft at about 6

pm.
Sromalla said his group was

watching a fireworks show

when they heard a call for a
“vessel assist” on a radio scan-
ner they had aboard the sail-
boat at about 5:45 p.m.

“After another five minutes, .

this Coast Guard vessel comes
at us from behind,” Sromalla
- said, adding that he-believed

* the boat was traveling between -

! 40 and 50 mph. -

After the patro} boat passed

*"_ Sromalla said he believed the -
33-foot Coast Guard vessel was
going “too fast” in crowded wa- |
ters during the annual Parade

-STAR-LEDGER, DECEMBER 25, 2008

ThIS 33-foot Coast Guard special purpose craftis S|m|lar to one used Sunday that was respondmg toa

report ofa grounded vessel when the accldégt occurred

: their craft, Sromalla said he -

i saw them slow down, point

. their craft toward the beach

“and take off quickly again. :
Shortly after, Sromalla said he

* heard alarge “boom.”

SHOUTS FOR POLICE
He said his own sailboat was

traveling between three and :

" four knots and that they soon
approached the scene of the

“Even if there was a [ife- i —. crash. Someeone aboard the

- - pleasure craft was shouting “I

want police here, I want police
. here, this is unacceptable,” and

that he heard the sound of a

_ child crying.

* Authorities later said An-

~ thony Cole DeWeese was pro-
nounced dead shortly after the

. accident and that five others,

. were injured. There were 13
people aboard the craft.

. for the National Transporta-

« drug tests that were adminis-
tered to the five crew members
aboard the Coast Guard patrol
boat on Sunday.

He  said investigators

planned to download electron- .

ic information from the patrol'

boat’s navigation system to
“determine the timé, track (po-
sition) and speed” of the craft
when it collided with the plea-
_sure boat.

The mvéstlgators also were

examining both crafts, look-
" ing for “signature marks” that
might explain the angle’ and
- force at which the boats col-
lided, Knudson said.

including two other children, -

Peter Knudson, a spokesman”

tion Safety Board, which inves-
tigates such incidents, said in- ; -
" vestigators also were waiting !
. for the results of alcohol and -

HOWARD LIPIN/UNION TRIBUNE

" A San Diégo Harbor Police officer with the pleasure boat that was involved :

‘with a’ @ Coast Guard vessel during the Parade of Lights on San Diego Bay.

: USS New York_ c’t’d fr(_)m p8
ship, an amphibious transport dock,

will be used to transport up to seven

hundred Marines and combat equip-
ment to conflicts around the globe.

The Navy had raced to do the test-
ing of the ship needed to meet its
commissioning date, which is al-
ready emblazoned on a plague in-
side. Lt. Rick Zabawa of Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., who as the deck officer
was the “conductor” of the ship’s
movements in the hours before it
docked, said the arrival in New York
represented “the culmination of all
this hard work.”

Those -aboard were awakened
Monday at 4 a.m., earlier than usual,
with reveilie whistles followed by the
crackly sound of Frank Sinatra sing-
ing “New York, New York” over the

. loudspeaker. As the rest of those on

board were eating pancakes and
eggs in the galley or getting into
their dress uniforms, those on the

. red-lighted bridge of the ship as-

sumed a gquiet intensity in anticipa-
tion of the final navigation into and

up the Hudson River, =~ ;
About 5 a.m., a small boat sped -

" alongside the warship and Neil :
i Keating, 52, a harbor pitot, clam-
" bered up the gray metal exterior
- to help guide the ship through the

busy waters. Mr. Keating, 52, had

. requested the assignment more -

than a year ago because his -
brother, a firefighter, died when
the towers collapsed.

“Today is bittersweet,” said Mr.
Keating, who has helped ships
travel in the harbor for more than
30 years. “For me, it’s an honor to
be on board, but you hate to be on
board for the reasons I am here. 1
think my brother would have
been proud of me.”

By 6:30 a.m., the first-of the
sailors and Marines were making
their way to the decks, to stake
out good spots for the entry into
the harbor. Some were excited
about seeing New York for the
first time, while others were en-
joving the prospect of such a
grand arrival to the area where *
they grew up. . ‘c’t’q on next page
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With Business Dwindling,
Fraunces Tavern Is to Shut

By DIANE CARDWELL

Fraunces Tavern, which has
ibeen serving food and drink on
and off since the early 1760s, is
{about to go dark yet again, ac-
«wording to workers at the com-
:plex that includes the restaurant
apd an associated museum.
> The landmark restaurant at 54
_Pearl Street in the financial dis-
strict, where Gen. George Wash-
.ington bid farewell to his officers
*at'the end of the Revolutionary
‘War, is set to close on Saturday
‘becavise of lackiuster business,
the blog Eater NY reported, cit-
‘ing an e-mail message from a
“manager to patrons. A few work-
“ers confirmed the closing Tues-
! day afternoon.

; The tavern, now part of a com-
“plex including a museum that is
operated by the Sons of the Revo-
lution, has been no stranger to
difficulty over the centuries. First
‘opened in 1762 as the Queen’s
Head Tavern, the building once
-served as the administrative of-
1fices for the fledgling nation,
; when New York was its capital.
:  But by 1904, when the Sons of

A site wzth ties to
Gen. George
u’ashmgton.

the Revolution acqmred 1t, 1t was .
run down and- sgmﬁcantly al-:
tered. The group restored the’
building and added four more to-
the complex, reopemng the res- [

taurant in 1907.

In 1975, four people were killed
and 53 injured when a bomb set
by the F.A.L.N,, a militant group
‘of Puerto Rican nationalists,
went off in the building, but in re-
cent years the tavern had be-
come popular with tourists and

- the after-work crowd in the finan-

cial district.

The current managers, who re-
opened the tavern in 2001 after a
lengthy renovation — itself de-
layed by fire — had taken over af-
ter the previous managers could

not afford the rent. It was not im- |

mediately clear if a new operator
was on the horizon.
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By A. G. SULZBERGER
i~ TheU.8.S, New YorKireached New
" York City Monday morning, sweep-

ing under ‘the Verrazano-Narrows:
Bridge, pausing at the World Trade -

Center site and pushing along the
- Upper West Side. before circling

_around, like a contestant in a beauty ...

- pageant, to dock in Midtown Man-
. hattan.

1t was the end of an inaugural five- ~

" day voyage from Norfolk, Va., for the
ship’s official commissioning into the
Navy fleet on Saturday, as well as an

- emotional “homecoming” for a ves-

sel that was named [or the state after

- the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

and has 7.5 tons of steel from the

. twin towers cast into its bow.

“It’s fantastic to be here,” said

E Cmdr. Curt Jones, the ship’s captain

and a New York native, as he

stepped out of the bridge to take'in

* his surroundmgs “It really does feel

liké we’re coming home.”
The sailors and Marines on board

f began lining along the rails of the

ship early, well before 7 a.m., despite
the wind and occasional drizzle that

left many hopping from foot to foot to' -

stay warm in their dress_uniforms.

The ship docked adjacent to.the
Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Muséum
on Manhattan’s West Side. The sail-

ors and Marines aboard will spend

the days leading up to the commis- .
_ sioning ceremony giving public tours
- of the blocky but technologically so-

phisticated vessel, and the many

. pieces of expensive military equip-
_ment it contains. Once in service, the

ctdonp6
é\‘,;(isposr
B o r=n i
F o SRR S
: 5 ~esemmsr PITNEY BOWES

£ 02 1P $ 000-440
0002677911 APR 07 2010

P ai. i o s Ra T S
MAILEDC FROWM ZIPCODESTT27

l!"ilIﬂ”llnl!lllf‘lillIiiililI“‘ll!ll‘lll‘l”ll‘li



